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Robin Wilson is an Emeritus Professor of Pure Mathematics at the Open
University, UK, Emeritus Professor of Geometry at Gresham College,
London, a former Fellow of Keble College, Oxford University and a
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awarded two honorary doctorates and has Erdős Number 1.
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A Century of Graph Theory

Prof. Robin Wilson, 
Open University, UK

ABSTRACT
This historical talk covers the period from around 1890, when graph theory was mainly a collection
of isolated results, to the 1990s when it had become part of mainstream mathematics. Among
many other topics it includes material on the four-colour problem, trees, graph structure, and graph
algorithms. No particular knowledge of graph theory is assumed.


